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a considerable time for so great a change to have
taken place. Practically speaking the whole burden
of the Dialogues is Arahatship, or one or other of the
thirty-seven constituent elements of Arahatship. In
the Maha Vastu, which is the name of this manual of
the Transcendentalists, Arahatship is indeed inci-
dentally taken for granted as an ideal, if not the
ideal. But the burden of the book is the considera-
tion, from various points, of the stages which lead,
not to Arahatship, but to Bodhisatship. It will be
easier to speak more absolutely when M. Senart
shall have finished his great work, but this is the
impression which the volumes already published
make upon the careful reader.

In the " Lotus of the Good Law" (the Sad-
dharma Pundarlka, as it is called in Sanskrit), of
which we have a French translation by M. Burnouf,
and a translation into English by Prof. Kern of
Leiden, we find a stage far beyond that which has
been reached in the Maha Vastu of the Transcen-
dentalists. In the Lotus we find that Arahatship is
explicitly condemned, and Bodhisatship held up as
the goal at which every good Buddhist has to aim ;
and the whole exposition of this theory, so subver-
sive of the original Buddhism, is actually placed in
the mouth of Gotama himself. The doctrine of
Bodhisatship as the ideal is here called the Greater